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The International Permafrost Association, founded in 1983, has as its objectives fostering the dissemination of knowledge
concerning permafrost and promoting cooperation among persons and national or international organizations engaged in
scientific investigation and engineering work on permafrost. Membership is through adhering national or multi-national
organizations or as individuals in countries where no adhering body exists. The IPA is governed by its officers and a Council consisting of representatives from 22 adhering bodies having interests in some aspect of theoretical, basic and applied
frozen ground research, including permafrost, seasonal frost, artificial freezing and periglacial phenomena. Working groups
organize and coordinate research activities and special projects. The IPA became an Afiliated Organization of the International Union of Geological Sciences in July 1989. The association's primary responsibilities are convening international
permafrost conferences and accomplishing special projects such as preparing maps, bibliographies, and glossaries. The first
conference was held in West Lafayette, Indiana, USA, in 1963; the second in Yakutsk, Siberia, 1973; the third in Edmonton, Canada, 1978; the fourth in Fairbanks, Alaska, 1983; the fifth in Trondheim, Norway, 1988; the sixth in Beijing, China, 1993. The seventh is planned for Yellowknife, Canada, in 1998. Field excursions are an integral part of each conference, and are organized by the host country.
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Cover:Needk ice on horizontalground near Curitiba, Brazil. The Ims cap in the lower Y) is G m in diameter. (Photograph
No. PK 19,444 by Troy L.Phut, July IZ 1975.) See the back coverfir another needle icephotograph and the ins& of the
back coverfir more in$nnation on the photographs and on needk ice in genera1.

FROZEN GROUND

From Ground, the News Bulletin of the International Permafrost Association, is published
semi-annually. The IPA is a non-governmental
association of national organizations represcnting 22 countries or groups of countries. The
success of the bulletin depends upon the willingness of IPA participants to supply information for publication. Submission deadlines are
1 May and 1 November. Please ensure that working group and member country reports are submitted in good time for publication. News items
are also very welcome from any IPA participant
or others, as are interesting photographs for the
cover (please furnish 8"x10"glossy prints). To
submit news items or photos please contact the
appropriate individual listed on page 35, or the
Secretary General.

From Groundiscompiled by Jerry Brown with
the assistance ofAlan Heginbottom of the Editorial Committee. Production is courtesy of the
Cold Fkgions Research and Engineering Laboratory, Hanover, New Hampshire, USA. Copies of From Ground are available in Canada
from Alan Heginbottom, Geological Survey of
Canada, 601 Booth Street, Ottawa KIA OE8;
in Russia from the Consolidated ScientificCouncil on Earth Cryology, Vavilov Str. 3016,117982
Moscow; in the United States from Jerry Brown,
P.O. Box 9200,Arlington, Virginia 222190200;and elsewhere from Council members.
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he cover photographs demonstrate one extreme in the
freezing processes that occur at the atmospherelground
interface. The life cycle of needle ice spans a matter of hours.
At the other end of the time spectrum is permafrost occurrence in the dry valleys of Antarctica, possibly preserved for
tens of millions of years. Seasonal frost dominatesvast regions
of the populated Northern Hemisphere. These diverse conditions and related processes and effects define many of the
IPA's spatial, temporal, and thematic interests.
Over the past three decades, the six international permafrost conferences have provided a major arena in which to
explore the many-faceted scientific and engineering aspects
of permafrost and seasonally frozen soils. The seventh conference takes place in less than two years in Yellowknife,
Northwest Territories, Canada. Although it will reflect many
of the same interests as previous conferences, changing times
require new approaches as to how we organize, report and
synthesize our expanding knowledge.
Over the next two years the Executive Committee and
the working groups will be preparing for their participation
in the Yellowknife conference. Working groups will be completing their ongoing activities as reported in previous
issues of Frozen Ground organizing special conference sessions, and proposing new working groups and activities.
The Executive Committee, at its meeting in Lanzhou this
August, will consider suggestions to increase its membership from four to seven or eight, thus expanding representation within the IPA and with other organizations. Other
restructuring may include creating a standing committee to
ensure continuation of the IPA data and information hnctions.
Since the last permafrost conference in China, we have
seen a dramatic increase in the number of national and
international meetings and an even more dramatic change
in technologies for disseminating information. By the end
of 1996 there will have been three major national permafrost meetings (two in Russia and one in China) and several
major international conferences; similar numbers are scheduled for 1997 and 1998. Electronic mail, CD-ROMs and
other digital technologies are providing new methods for
communicating and transferring knowledge. The initial IPA
WWW site effort has met with success. If our readership
and membership agree, we may expand the information on

the site and thus reduce the frequency of publication of the
print version of Frozen Ground to a single issue each year.
The new permafrost map, the multilanguage glossary, and
initial products from the Global Geocryological Database
(GGD) will be available soon in digital and paper forms.
At the same time we recognize the need for continuing
traditional means of communication and cooperation. This
year IPA plans to formalize its affiliation with a number of
international organizations. We are now an affiliate of the
Arctic Data Directory organized under the leadership of
the Global Resource Information Database and the International Arctic Science Committee. We plan to officially
affiliate with the International Geographical Union during
its Congress in the Hague in August. Similar discussions
for cooperation or affiliation are ongoing with the International Association of Geomorphologists, the International
Society of Soil Mechanics and Foundation Engineers, and
the International Symposium on Ground Freezing. There
are several joint activities with the International Society of
Soil Science. To demonstrate these involvements and linkages with other international scientific and engineering organizations, IPA officers and working group members will
participate over the next several months in conferences in
Columbus (Ohio), the Hague, Harbin, Beijing, Lanzhou,
Fairbanks, Victoria and Wyoming (see page 33 for the complete titles and dates of these meetings). This expanded
issue of Frozen Groundpresents information from IPA members and working groups for the benefit of those attending
these important conferences.
Results of these and many other activities will be reported on at the Yellowknife conference. The IPA Executive
Committee encourages its members, international organizations and individuals to participate in the 7th International Conference on Permafrost.

d q t h International Conference on P a n h o s t Web site:
http:l/www.emr.ca/gs~/permaf~e.html
(English)
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