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INTERNATIONAL PERMAFROST ASSOCIATION

The International Permafrost Association, founded in 1983, has as its objectives fostering the dissemination of knowledge
concerning permafrost and promoting cooperation among persons and national or international organizations engaged in
scientific investigation and engineering work on permafrost. Membership is through adhering national or multi-national
organizations or as individuals in countries where no adhering body exists. The IPA is governed by its officers and a Coun-
cil consisting of representatives from 22 adhering bodies having interests in some aspect of theoretical, basic and applied
frozen ground research, including permafrost, seasonal frost, artificial freezing and periglacial phenomena. Working groups
organize and coordinate research activities and special projects. The IPA became an Affiliated Organization of the Interna-
tional Union of Geological Sciences in July 1989. The association’s primary responsibilities are convening international
permafrost conferences and accomplishing special projects such as preparing maps, bibliographies, and glossaries. The first
conference was held in West Lafayette, Indiana, USA, in 1963; the second in Yakutsk, Siberia, 1973; the third in Edmon-
ton, Canada, 1978; the fourth in Fairbanks, Alaska, 1983; the fifth in Trondheim, Norway, 1988; the sixth in Beijing, Chi-
na, 1993. The seventh is planned for Yellowknife, Canada, in 1998. Field excursions are an integral part of each confer-
ence, and are organized by the host country.
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Cover: A well-developed ice wedge cast in gravel and glaciolacustrine deposits exposed in a large open cut lignite coal mine near
Leipzig, Germany. The ice wedge formed in permafrost of Saale/Riss time (Illinoian, approximately 300,000 years) when the
Saale continental glacier stood a few kilometers to the north. With degrading (thawing) of permafrost and melting of ice wedges
in the following interglacial time (Eemian/Sangamon, 125,000 years), sediments adjacent to the ice wedge slumped along
microfaults into the void, and overlying gravel from the main Saale gravel terrace dribbled down into the opening. Photograph
by R. Wimmer, from Altenburger Naturwissenschaftliche Forschungen, vol. 7, 1994; reprinted with permission. Archivist
of photograph and interpreter of geologic history: Lothar Eissmann, University of Leipzig. Arrangements for use of photograph
and North American geologic interpretation: Troy L. Péwé, Arizona State University (see Special Report, p. 3).







